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Have a spook-tacular Hallowe’en!

an apple-dooking relay and a 
parade of pumpkin and neepy 
lanterns. Finstown residents 
are also encouraged to decorate 
a window or door in their home, 
making the village a spook-tac-
ular sight! 

Further details can be found 
on the Firth Community Centre 
Facebook page.

And for those out on 
Hallowe’en night in the ‘Hope, 
South Ronaldsay Community 
Association has organised 
a pumpkin hunt around the 
village — find every pumpkin 

letter to spell a ghoulish word or 
phrase. Entry sheets are avail-
able from the Trading Post and 
Doulls and once completed they 
can be handed to The Legion, 
Cromarty Square.

A Hallowe’en scavenger hunt 
runs up until October 28 in 
Stromness, pick up forms from 
the Community Centre or the 
Youth Cafe.

This is just a snapshot of 
what’s going on; there will no 
doubt be a host of other events 
and activities taking place in 
communities across Orkney.

THIS SATURDAY, Kirkwall 
is set to be invaded by a 
parade of skeletons, vam-
pires, werewolves, witches, 
ghouls, goblins, ghosts and 
much, much more.

All in aid of the Kirkwall 
BID Hallowe’en parade, rev-
ellers will hit the streets on 
October 28, at 2pm, and will 
be joined by the fearsome 
bunch from Kirkwall City 
Pipeband and Just Dance 
Orkney!

Beginning outside Trek and 
Travel in Bridge Street, the 
parade will go along Albert 
Street and Broad Street, 
before finishing at William 
Shearer’s at Victoria Street.

Everyone is encouraged to 
join in the fun — and fancy 
dress is also encouraged, 
with all the creepy characters 
asked to arrive at 1.45pm. 

Following the parade, it is 
then time to party! 

The Papdale East Playpark 
Association is hosting a 
Hallowe’en party in the St 
Magnus Centre at 2.30pm and 
tickets can be bought from 

Grooves Toys.
There will also be a range 

of other events going on else-
where and here are just a few 
that might take your frightful 
fancy.

In Sanday, on Saturday, 
October 28, a Hallowe’en 
party is taking place at the 
community hall between 
2pm and 4pm featuring a 
fancy dress and pumpkin 
competition.

Also on Saturday, October 
28, but from 6pm to 9pm, 
there will be games, music 
and gruesome snacks at the 
Burray Hall, with prizes on 
offer for the best outfit and 
prize for the best family 
effort.

Rousay Parent Council 
invites all to a Hallowe’en 
party, on October 28, at the 
school from 4pm to 6pm.

On Sunday, October 29, at 
the Firth Community Centre, 
a Sunday Spooktacular will be 
held between 2pm and 4pm.

Fun for all the family 
beckons, including a spooky 
cavern for under-sevens, 

Skeleton Stories
By Cal Flyn

BRANDON LOGAN is surely Orkney’s 
most exciting emerging artist.

His solo show Skeleton Stories, on view 
on the ground floor of the Pier Arts Centre 
until November 11, is the product of an 
intense period of concentration during the 
spring and summer of 2023, and offers an 
excellent introduction to his unusual and 
immediately recognisable approach.

The show features 45 new works: what 
Logan calls “paintings”, but which have the 
appearance of tapestries and vary in size 
from six-foot spreads to petite oblongs the 
size and weight of a paperback book.

To make them, Logan first creates a 
many-stranded warp of household string, 
pulled straight and taut and even. Acrylic 
paint is then poured, daubed, or brushed 
onto the threads: brightly pigmented 
liquid that soon solidifies, creating a 
structure strong enough to be cut from its 
frame and hung from the wall. They are, as 
Logan comments in the exhibition notes, 
“string skeletons to which colour — the 
flesh of life — clings”.

Gallery regulars may already be familiar 
with Logan’s Salt Pig, which entered the 
gallery’s permanent collection in 2021: 
it is a striking, minimalist creation in 
which horizontal stripes of clay-coloured 
pigment support a lattice of pale string, 
and whose muted palette and enigmatic 
nature recalls the work of Agnes Martin. 

His newest creations include bold 
experiments in vivid colour and geometric 
designs — as in Ribcage, a huge and 

intricate work in which repeating motifs 
have been surgically excised from the 
fretwork, and Better Done, where careful 
H-shaped carvings march towards the 
centre before fading out, leaving half-cut 
tails drooping forwards out of frame.

Close examination of these paintings 
is rewarded with tantalising insights into 
the process: in Vermillion Verso, pocked 
and textured blocks of arterial-red give 
way to reveal a veinal blue oozing in from 
behind. 

In Myositis and smaller works from the 
same family, structural floodings of flat 
colour are overworked with brushstrokes 
in clashing tones. 

One of the largest pieces, The Creature, 
is a striped mat of dull gold and an odd, 
almost luminous lavender. The contrast 
plays uncomfortably with the eyes; is it 
blue and black, I find myself wondering, 
or white and gold?

The gallery’s back room features a 
sequence of small, equally proportioned 
works known as the Kisses — each 
painting couples two colours, half and 
half: purple and red, pale pink and buff, 
burgundy and pickle-green. 

Logan has previously remarked on the 
“gestural quality” of their simplicity —the 
intimacy of colours brushing up together 
like this — despite the works’ long and 
somewhat arduous method of creation. 
Logan’s unusual, labour-intensive mode 
of working sets up a strange conflict: 
the loving imperfection of handmade 
craft repurposed to create these gridded, 
systematic designs. 

It’s a strangely affecting practice, and 
the young Orcadian’s work has already 
attracted significant attention — he 
was named Emerging Scottish Artist 
of the Year in 2020, and won the Royal  
Scottish Academy’s Carnegie Scholarship 
and the Maclaine Watters Medal that same 
year. 

He has previously shown solo 
exhibitions at Hawick’s Zembla Gallery at 
the Ingleby Gallery in Edinburgh, which 
continues to represent his work.

The current show at the Pier Art Centre 
represents a welcome opportunity for 
Orkney residents to appreciate Logan’s 
work on home turf — a fitting venue to 
showcase new work produced at Wasps 
Studios, in the old Stromness library— 
and, one suspects, to invest in a work by 
an artist with a bright, bright future ahead 
of him. 

 Vivid geometry of anatomy catches 
viewers’ gaze at Pier Arts Centre

Ribcage by Brandon Logan.
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Line up change

ORKNEY Storytelling Festival has announced a change to its 
lineup. 

The festival is due to take place this October 26-29. 
Unfortunately, due to ill health, Shonaleigh Cumbers will not be 

coming to the festival this year. 
Organisers hope to bring her here at a later date. In her place, and 

at very short notice, they are delighted to welcome Lindsey Gibb.
Based in Highland Perthshire, Lindsey mostly tells stories out-

doors specialising in place, history, climate and the environment. 
She loves sharing and discussing stories and tells tales from 

around the world. Co-author of Perthshire Folktales, published in 
2018, she also has created and performed pieces for the Scottish 
International Storytelling Festival, TradFest and the Enchanted 
Forest, among others. 

Lindsey is storyteller in residence at the Japanese Garden at 
Cowden.

She cannot be in Orkney for the Thursday event in Quoyloo, 
but will be joining Peter Chand and local storytellers for the other 
events.

Chris Perry will be joining Fran Flett Hollinrake and Peter for the 
Quoyloo Old School event.

Lindsey Gibb will be joining the Orkney Storytelling Festival 
line up this week.

Ba’ Paintings — 
works by stuART geddit 
at The Loft Gallery 
By Rosemary Moon

PHOTOGRAPHS of the Ba’ in progress, especially in a low light with 
steam rising from the pack, draw you in immediately.

To a visitor it might not be at all obvious what is going on, but it is 
obviously something dramatic and full of passion.

To attempt to capture the atmosphere of the Ba’ on canvas is a big 
ask, but artist Stuart McGowan, who works under the name stuART 
geddit, made it his mission while living on Orkney for a year. 

It was a mission for an artist supporting his partner on a one-
year contract, and he has captured the mood of the Orkney tradition 
through many events which might not all be visible to a visitor stand-
ing in one place.

The Anticipation, The Reach, The Scuffle, The Crush — just some of 
the captions that take you through the pre-game, the start and the 
action of the Ba’.

Each picture is about the players, not about those of us who go to 
catch up with people we always see there, if at no other time of the 
year. I was very struck by Stuart’s ability to paint crowds, and that 
was indeed his inspiration for undertaking the series of paintings, 
his love of groups of people. What was clever was the way that ruddy 
complexions gave way to almost ashen whiteness as exhaustion set in 
and the effort of the day was clearly etched on the participants’ faces.

The exhibition runs until Friday, November 3, and is open Tuesdays 
to Saturdays, 10am - 5pm.
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