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RICHARD FORSTER

 

 
 
A key starting point for Richard Forster’s practice is a documentary approach to time, process and sense of place.  In his 
most recent exhibitions, he has constructed sequences of works that act as a calendar of activity, and a form of storytelling 
that circumnavigates the gallery architecture. Forster has nurtured his drawing from formative years he describes as an 
‘anxious teenager alienated in an English suburban bedroom’. While his intimate and compulsive attention to detail could 
be categorised and mistaken for photo-realism, Forster prefers to use more ambiguous categories such as the ‘nearly-
photo-realistic’ or the ‘photocopy-realistic’, in an attempt to extend the reading of the work towards the meanings inherent 
to the medium of drawing, and the particular subject-matter of his choosing. 
 
Forster’s earlier sculptural works offered a counterpoint to this flow of drawing process, deliberating on the often 
theatrical nature of presenting work in public situations. The last few years have seen a consolidation of drawing as his 
primary activity, and a rigorous conceptualisation both to his subject-matter and to its point and mode of address. 
 
Forster’s major solo exhibition Modern was held at Ingleby Gallery in 2014 and was accompanied by a new hardback 
publication with essay by Claire Gilman, Curator at The Drawing Centre, New York. Modern was then presented at The 
Whitworth Gallery, Manchester in 2015 . The solo exhibition Levittown was presented at De La Warr Pavilion, East 
Sussex  in the Spring of 2016 a body of work examining the cultural legacy of postwar American suburbia 
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