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Callum Innes is one of the leading abstract artists of his generation. His paintings are made by ‘un-painting’ as well as 
painting: a language that he has made his own over the past 20 years; the oil paint applied in layers and dissolved away with 
turpentine, leaving traces of pigment which form something quietly and unexpectedly beautiful. There is an inherent 
fragility in all of his works, and a tension too – a fine line held between control and chaos. 
 
Innes was short–listed for the Turner and Jerwood Prizes in 1995, won the prestigious NatWest Prize for Painting in 1998, 
and in 2002 was awarded the Jerwood Prize for Painting. He has exhibited widely both nationally and internationally. His 
work is held in public collections worldwide including the Guggenheim, New York; National Gallery of Australia; the Tate, 
London; the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, Edinburgh; Centre d’Art Pompidou, Paris and the Museum of 
Modern Art, Forth Worth, USA. 
 
In August 2012, Innes was commissioned by the Edinburgh Art Festival to realise his first ever public art project: The 
Regent Bridge. Innes’ permanent installation has transformed the bridge’s historic arch with changing sequences of 
coloured light. In June 2015, Innes transformed and regenerated Edinburgh’s High School Yard Steps with an interactive 
installation.  
 
In 2014, a display of Exposed Paintings was shown at the Scottish National Gallery, Edinburgh as part of GENERATION, 
a nationwide programme of exhibitions to celebrate 25 years of world class contemporary art in Scotland. A major survey 
exhibition of Callum Innes’ work was presented by the De Pont Museum, Netherlands from October 2016 to February 
2017.  
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