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SUSAN DERGES

Susan Derges trained as a painter before turning to photography, and in particular to the cameraless photography for
which she, along with contemporaries such as Adam Fuss and Garry Fabian Miller, has become internationally renowned.
This simple, elegant process was used in very early photography and, in essence, allows the artist to fix shadows onto light
sensitive paper. Removing the camera allows an almost alchemical transformation, to extraordinary and powerful effect.

Much of Derges’s recent work has been made at night in the open air; using the natural world as her darkroom she has
quite literally invented a new way of making pictures. In her newest series, Derges has tracked the night sky with a camera
and returned to the darkroom to combine camera based and camera-less techniques that result in images that are at once
recognisable, and yet not quite what they seem.

Susan Derges has work in museums and public collections all over the world, including the Hara Art Museum, Tokyo, The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York and MOMA, San Francisco. In October 2010, Susan Derges was one of five
artists selected for the exhibition Shadow Catchers, a major survey of camera-less photography at the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London. A Little Bit of Magic Realised; an exhibition at Ingleby, ran parallel to Shadow Catchers, and focused
on the wider career of Susan Derges and Garry Fabian Miller in the context of early historical photographic experiments.
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1976-77 British Council/DAAD Scholarship to Berlin

1977-79 Postgraduate Studies at The Slade School of Fine Art, London, UK
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Selected Solo Exhibitions
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2013 Susan Derges — New Work, Danziger Gallery, New York, USA
2012 Alder Brook, Purdy Hicks Gallery, London, UK

2010 A Little Bit of Magic Realised, Ingleby Gallery, Edinburgh, UK
2009 New Work, Nichido Contemporary Art, Tokyo, Japan

Purdy Hicks Gallery, London, UK



2008 Johyun Gallery, Seoul and Busan, South Korea
Susan Derges & Hildegard von Bingen, Ingleby Gallery, Edinburgh, UK

2006 Purdy Hicks Gallery, London, UK

Azure, Ingleby Gallery, Edinburgh, UK
2005 Photographs Without a Camera, Gallery 314, Bergen, Norway
2004 Dark Waters, The Terrace Gallery Harwood House, Leeds, UK

Water, Foto Fest 2004, Houston, Texas,
Recent Work, Nichido Gallery, Paris, France
Liquid form, Ediciones Wu, Lima, Peru

2003 New Work, Paul Kasmin Gallery, New York, USA
Retrospective show Nichido Contemporary Art, Tokyo Design Centre, Tokyo, Japan
Susan Derges, Ingleby Gallery, Edinburgh, UK

2002 New Work, Michael Hue-Williams Fine Art, London, UK
2001 Natural Magic, Museum of the History of Science, Oxford, UK
1999 Woman Thinking River, James Danziger Gallery, New York, USA

Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco, USA
Recent Work, Michael Hue Williams Fine Art, London, UK
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Gallery Okazaki, Tokyo, Japan
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Natural Order, Purdy Hicks Gallery, London

Photomonth, Krakow

Power of the Sea, Royal West of England Academy, Bristol
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The History of Photography, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK
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On Time, The East Wing Collection VIII, The Courtauld Institute of Art, London, UK
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FotoFest 2004 — The Tenth International Month of Photography, FotoFest, Texas, USA
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2001 Summer Exhibition Paul Kasmin Gallery, New York, USA
From The Dark Room, Michael Hue-Williams Fine Art, London, UK
Sea Change, Spacex Gallery, Exeter, UK
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Summer 2000 Unique Photographs, Paul Kasmin Gallery, New York, USA
Anti-Memory, Yokohama Museum of Art, Yokohama, Japan
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York, USA
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Ingleby Gallery (with Patricia Macdonald), Edinburgh, UK
20 Twenty, Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco, USA
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Dust Breeding, Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco. USA
Silver and Syrup, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK
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1995 Possibilities of Extention, Aspex Gallery, Portsmouth, UK
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New Acquisitions, The Arts Council Collection, London, UK
Spacex Gallery, Exeter, UK
Cameraless Photography, Yokohama Museum of Art, Yokohama, Japan
Content and Discontent in Todays Photography, The Ansel Adams Gallery, San Francisco, USA
Centre for Photography, San Francisco, USA

1989 Machine Dreams, The Photographers Gallery, London, UK
AVE Festival of Audio Visual Arts, Arnhem, The Netherlands
Phenomenart Saibu Gas Museum, Fukuoka, Japan

1991 Post Modern Prints, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK
New Acquisitions, The Arts Council Collection, London, UK
Spacex Gallery, Exeter, UK
Cameraless Photography, Yokohama Museum of Art, Yokohama, Japan
Content and Discontent in Todays Photography, The Ansel Adams Gallery, San Francisco, USA
Centre for Photography, San Francisco, USA

1985 High Technology Art Seibu Department Store, Tokyo, Japan
1984 Hara Annual, Hara Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, Japan

1978 The Hayward Annual, Hayward Gallery, London, UK
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Alder Brook: Twenty Photographs with Poems by Thomas A Clark, Purdy Hicks Gallery, London, UK
Susan Derges: Elemental, Steidl, Géttingen, Germany

Shadow Catchers, Victoria & Albert Museum and Merrel Publishers, London, UK

Azure, Ingleby Gallery, Edinburgh, UK
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Liquid Form 1985-99 essay by Martin Kemp, Michael Hue — Williams Fine Art, London, UK

Susan Derges: Woman Thinking River, Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco, USA

Under the Sun, Christopher Bucklow, Susan Derges, Garry Fabian Miller, Adam Fuss, Fraenkel
Gallery, San Francisco, USA



